Minutes of Full Council Meeting |

MINUTES OF UPCHURCH PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL MEETING
HELD ON THURSDAY 07 MAY 2026 AT 19:30 IN UPCHURCH
VILLAGE HALL

Present: ClIr Ripley, Clir Lewin, Clir Bodycomb, Clir Rosewell, Clir Easton
Officer: Clerk, Nina Henley

External Attendees: None

Apologies: Clir Sheppard, Clir Denny, ClIr Horton, Clir Berntsen

507-FCM/05/26 To elect the Chair of the council for the ensuing year
The chair asked for nominations for the election of the chair of the council for the ensuing year.
Clir Bodycomb proposed CliIr Ripley seconded by Clir Easton. Members RESOLVED to elect
Clir Ripley. CliIr Ripley signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

508-FCM/05/26 To elect the Vice Chair of the council for the ensuing year
The chair asked for nominations for the election of the vice chair of the council for the ensuing
year. ClIr Lewin proposed ClIr Denny seconded by Clir Rosewell. Members RESOLVED to elect
Clir Denny. Clir Denny to sign Declaration of Acceptance of Office at June meeting.

509-FCM/05/26 To receive apologies for absence
Clir Denny (unavailable) Clir Sheppard (unavailable), Clir Berntsen (unavailable) Clir Horton
(unavailable) Clir R Palmer, Clir C Palmer Members RESOLVED to accept apologies.

510-FCM/05/26 To receive declarations of interests and lobbying
None

511-FCM/05/26 Minutes
To receive as correct and approve for signature the minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on
9 April and the Extraordinary Meeting help on the 23 April 2026.
Members RESOLVED to approve the minutes.

512-FCM/05/26 Public participation
There were 10 members of the public present. Members of the public requested update on
planning matters.

513-FCM/05/26 External Reports and updates
Written Report Clir Palmer Appendix 1
Written Report from PC Boosey Appendix 2

514-FCM/05/26 Membership of committees
l. To approve Councillor delegated responsibilities for UPC for 2026/27.
Members RESOLVED to agree councillor responsibilities.
Roles and responsibility:
Planning Clir G Rosewell
Allotments Clir J Bodycomb
Paddock / Recreation Ground Clir S Easton
Burial Ground Clir P Denny / Clir G Lewin
Highways / Clock Clir A Horton
Streetlights Clir E Berntsen
Defibrillators Clir N Sheppard
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. HR Committee ClIr T Ripley, Clir P Denny, Clir G Lewin
e  Budget Working Group Clir T Ripley, Clir G Lewin, Clir A Horton, Clir J Bodycomb
e  Banking signatories Clir P Denny, Clir A Horton, Clir G Lewin, Clir J Bodycomb

515-FCM/05/26 Meeting Schedule

Thursday 7 May 2026
Thursday 4 June 2026
Thursday 2 July 2026
August no meeting
Thursday 3 September 2026
Thursday 1 October 2026
Thursday 5 November 2026
Thursday 3 December 2026
Thursday 7 January 2027
Thursday 4 February 2027
Thursday 4 March 2027
Thursday 8 April 2027
Members RESOLVED meeting schedule 2025/26

516-FCM/05/26 Adoption of policies and documents for the ensuing year

I
I.
[l
V.
V.
VI.
VII.
VIII.
IX.
X.
XL
XIl.

Standing Orders

Financial Regulations

Data Protection Policy

Equality Policy

Grant Policy

Health and Safety Policy

Model Publication Scheme
Persistent and Vexatious Policy
Privacy Notice

Complaints Policy

Training and Development Policy
Code of Conduct

All policies proposed by Clir Rosewell seconded by Clir Lewin.

Members RESOLVED to approve all policies. Unanimous

517-FCM/05/26 Annual Return

V.

518-FCM/05/26

To receive and note the Internal Auditors year-end report and completion of Annual Internal
Audit Report 2025-26. Noted.

To approve Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 (Section 1). Members agreed each point
in this document and RESOLVED its approval. Duly signed by Chair and Clerk.

To note that the Responsible Finance Officer (Clerk) has signed (Section 2) of the Accounting
Statements certifying the accounts for 2025/26. Noted.

To approve The Accounts & Accounting Statements (Section 2) 2025/26. Members agreed
the financial information in the document and RESOLVED its approval. Duly signed by Chair
and Clerk.

To note the period for the exercise of public rights 3 June 26 — 14 July 26. Members
RESOLVED to approve the dates set by the Clerk / RFO.

Insurance

It was proposed by Clir Ripley, seconded by Clir Lewin, Members RESOLVED to renew
insurance policy with Zurich.

519-FCM/05/26 Correspondence

I. Email correspondence from SBC Community Governance review consultation. Noted.
[I. Email correspondence from SBC Areas Committee name change. Noted.
Ill. Email correspondence various from residents regarding planning application
26/500852/0UT. Noted.
IV. Email correspondence various from professional consultants regarding planning
application 26/500852/OUT. Noted.

520-FCM/05/26 Planning

To receive updates on planning matters
[. 26/500852/OUT Land North of Forge Lane — Members considered and RESOLVED to
submit the formal response circulated to Swale Borough Council Planning Portal and
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522-FCM/05/26
I

V.
V.

VI

VII.

Planning Officer objecting to the planning application. Including professional reports from
Planning Consultant, Heritage Consultant and Transport Consultant. The objection and
reports will all be posted on Upchurch Parish Council website in the Planning Section.
Correspondence received from Natural England — appendix 3
Clir Rosewell gave a verbal report on the process and thanked residents for submitting
more than 600 comments objecting to the proposal, as well as the many residents who
assisted with notices and deliveries to Swale Borough Council.

. 22/503654/EIOUT Land to the West of Bobbing Sittingbourne Kent ME9 8QL Members

RESOLVED to ratify comments on SBC planning portal agreed under delegated authority.
Upchurch Parish Council strongly objects to this application. The Council has taken into
consideration the concerns raised by local residents. The roads in and around the village
are frequently gridlocked, resulting in increased pollution and heightened danger to
pedestrians, horse riders, and residents. Traffic from within Swale travelling westbound
already makes use of the narrow roads and lanes through Upchurch as a “rat run” to avoid
congestion on the A2. These narrow rural lanes were not designed to accommodate the
current volume of traffic or the increasing size of modern vehicles. This proposed
development would further exacerbate these issues, increasing road safety risks, causing
further damage to the highway network, and placing additional risk on the residents of

Upchurch.

Any reports from Clir Rosewell. Pre-application consultation: proposed base station
upgrade at Canterbury Lane DNS, Canterbury Lane, Rainham

521-FCM/05/26 Upchurch Parish Council Reporting
l.

Paddock and Recreational Ground — to receive update.
(a) Tree survey St John’s college — no further updates
(b) Inspection of The Paddock BTF — Noted.
(c) Members RESOLVED to accept Quote received Landscape Contractor £70.00 to clear

weeds Bishop Lane.

. Burial Ground & Churchyard — to receive update.

(a) Burial Ground works — works completed.
(b) Request from resident for a memorial bench. Defer to June with more information.
Highways & Street Lighting — to receive update.
(a) Electricity suppliers — no update received.
Footpaths — to receive update.
Environment — to receive update
(a) Update on village floral displays end of May early June 2026
Allotments — to receive update.
(a) The National Allotment Society consultation. Members RESOLVED to compete survey
with answers circulated.
Village Defibrillators — All reported working.

Finance Reporting
Financial review — bank statement and reconciliation were received and signed by Clir Lewin.
Noted
Cheques for approval litter picker: £ 75.60
Schedule of payments for approval:

Payee Date Method Reference Reason Amount
Hugo Fox 19/04/26 PAID DD 26088 Website hosting £ 11.99
UVH 07/05/26 BACS 7373 Hall Hire £ 80.00
E. Ward 07/05/26 BACS 0189 Pathway Burial Gd £ 4740.00
L Robbins 07/05/26 BACS 2026/15 Audit fees £ 140.00
G Pettett 07/05/26 BACS 001 Landscape Contractor £ 1380.00
Citizens Advise 07/05/26 BACS donation Min f 496.FCM/04/26 IV | £ 150.00
Business Stream 07/05/26 BACS 10496593 | Water Allotments £ 54.23
L Brown 07/05/26 PAID 2026/15161 | Planning Consultant TA | £ 1076.00
L Brown 07/05/26 BACS 2025/15162 | Planning Consultant TA | £ 800.00
Libre 07/05/26 PAID 0516 Planning Const Heritage | £ 2160.00
Lander 07/05/26 PAID 202610 Planning Consultant £ 1071.00
Lander 07/05/26 BACS 202612 Planning Consultant £ 1086.00
Lynne Balcomb 07/05/26 BACS Caretaker £ 163.80
EDF 07/05/26 BACS 27949225 | Electricity £ 481.82
RECEIPTS

SBC Precept £ 26938.00
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All Payments agreed proposed by ClIr Lewin seconded by ClIr Easton.
Members resolved to approve the schedule of payments.

523-FCM/05/26 Clerks Updates
. Internal Audit — to confirm Lionel Robbins as UPC Internal Auditor and confirm audit dates
of 19 October 2026 and 19 April 2027 — Noted.
II. Terms of reference to be confirmed in June meeting — Noted.

524-FCM/05/26 Items to be considered for inclusion on the next Full Council agenda
Village noticeboard Village litter picking equipment

525-FCM/05/26 Date of next meeting
Thursday 4 June 2026

526-FCM/05/26 Meeting closed 8.15pm
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Appendix 1

Swale West Division

Parish Council Report

May 2026

County Councillor Richard Palmer — Swale West Division

Swale West Division: Borden, Bobbing, Lower Halstow, Iwade, the Meads, The Grove, Hartlip,
Newington and Upchurch

Introduction — May 2026

Welcome to my May 2026 monthly report. May is a particularly significant month combining solemn
remembrance with joyful celebration. On Friday 8 May, we mark VE Day — commemorating the
81st anniversary of the Allied victory in Europe in 1945 and honouring the generation who secured
our freedom.

This has been a productive month at Kent County Council, with continued progress on Local
Government Reorganisation, excellent news on primary school places, and the arrival of our new
highway’s contractor from 1 May. Please contact me with anything you would like me to take
forward on your behalf.

ClIr Richard Palmer
Email: Richard.Palmer@kent.gov.uk
Kent County Council, Sessions House, County Hall, Maidstone, ME14 1XQ
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1. First Year Delivering for Kent

As we reach the first anniversary of Reform UK taking control of Kent County Council in May 2025,
here is a summary of what has been delivered in twelve months in office.

Strong Financial Management

In May 2025 we inherited a debt of £732 million. We have reduced that to £590 million — a
reduction of £142 million — saving over £1 million a year in debt interest payments. We cancelled
£39.5 million of future Net Zero spend, set a balanced budget with no extra borrowing, and
increased investment in Adult Social Care, Children's Services and Highways. Our Council Tax
increase of 3.99% was lower than 86% of comparable councils across England.

Protecting Community Services

A third of our libraries were threatened with closure under the previous administration. We have
saved every single one. Country Parks, Community Wardens and School Crossing Staff have
equally been protected — all services that were under genuine threat before May 2025.

Education

98% of Early Years settings in Kent are rated Good or Outstanding by Ofsted. 96% of pupils
secured a place at one of their preferred schools. Over 48,000 children with SEND are receiving
support across the county.

Supporting Kent Business

We produced Kent's first ever Commercial Strategy, directed £55 million more in contracts to Kent
companies, and provided enhanced support to 500 local supplier businesses — keeping Kent's
money working in Kent's economy.

Full Council 07/05/2026


file:///C:/Users/Upchurch%20Clerk/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Olk/Attachments/ooa-89d88618-ca36-4979-b7bf-f6cd7a5ae63b/610857a5136e60794f398355e812d9706a246ae70495d675b58758a5468832f3/Swale_Weast_Parish_Council_Report_May2026.docx%23_Toc228646497
file:///C:/Users/Upchurch%20Clerk/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Olk/Attachments/ooa-89d88618-ca36-4979-b7bf-f6cd7a5ae63b/610857a5136e60794f398355e812d9706a246ae70495d675b58758a5468832f3/Swale_Weast_Parish_Council_Report_May2026.docx%23_Toc228646498
file:///C:/Users/Upchurch%20Clerk/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Olk/Attachments/ooa-89d88618-ca36-4979-b7bf-f6cd7a5ae63b/610857a5136e60794f398355e812d9706a246ae70495d675b58758a5468832f3/Swale_Weast_Parish_Council_Report_May2026.docx%23_Toc228646499
file:///C:/Users/Upchurch%20Clerk/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Olk/Attachments/ooa-89d88618-ca36-4979-b7bf-f6cd7a5ae63b/610857a5136e60794f398355e812d9706a246ae70495d675b58758a5468832f3/Swale_Weast_Parish_Council_Report_May2026.docx%23_Toc228646500
file:///C:/Users/Upchurch%20Clerk/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Olk/Attachments/ooa-89d88618-ca36-4979-b7bf-f6cd7a5ae63b/610857a5136e60794f398355e812d9706a246ae70495d675b58758a5468832f3/Swale_Weast_Parish_Council_Report_May2026.docx%23_Toc228646501
file:///C:/Users/Upchurch%20Clerk/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Olk/Attachments/ooa-89d88618-ca36-4979-b7bf-f6cd7a5ae63b/610857a5136e60794f398355e812d9706a246ae70495d675b58758a5468832f3/Swale_Weast_Parish_Council_Report_May2026.docx%23_Toc228646502
file:///C:/Users/Upchurch%20Clerk/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Olk/Attachments/ooa-89d88618-ca36-4979-b7bf-f6cd7a5ae63b/610857a5136e60794f398355e812d9706a246ae70495d675b58758a5468832f3/Swale_Weast_Parish_Council_Report_May2026.docx%23_Toc228646503
file:///C:/Users/Upchurch%20Clerk/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Olk/Attachments/ooa-89d88618-ca36-4979-b7bf-f6cd7a5ae63b/610857a5136e60794f398355e812d9706a246ae70495d675b58758a5468832f3/Swale_Weast_Parish_Council_Report_May2026.docx%23_Toc228646504
file:///C:/Users/Upchurch%20Clerk/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Olk/Attachments/ooa-89d88618-ca36-4979-b7bf-f6cd7a5ae63b/610857a5136e60794f398355e812d9706a246ae70495d675b58758a5468832f3/Swale_Weast_Parish_Council_Report_May2026.docx%23_Toc228646505
file:///C:/Users/Upchurch%20Clerk/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Olk/Attachments/ooa-89d88618-ca36-4979-b7bf-f6cd7a5ae63b/610857a5136e60794f398355e812d9706a246ae70495d675b58758a5468832f3/Swale_Weast_Parish_Council_Report_May2026.docx%23_Toc228646506
file:///C:/Users/Upchurch%20Clerk/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Olk/Attachments/ooa-89d88618-ca36-4979-b7bf-f6cd7a5ae63b/610857a5136e60794f398355e812d9706a246ae70495d675b58758a5468832f3/Swale_Weast_Parish_Council_Report_May2026.docx%23_Toc228646507
file:///C:/Users/Upchurch%20Clerk/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Olk/Attachments/ooa-89d88618-ca36-4979-b7bf-f6cd7a5ae63b/610857a5136e60794f398355e812d9706a246ae70495d675b58758a5468832f3/Swale_Weast_Parish_Council_Report_May2026.docx%23_Toc228646508
file:///C:/Users/Upchurch%20Clerk/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Olk/Attachments/ooa-89d88618-ca36-4979-b7bf-f6cd7a5ae63b/610857a5136e60794f398355e812d9706a246ae70495d675b58758a5468832f3/Swale_Weast_Parish_Council_Report_May2026.docx%23_Toc228646509
file:///C:/Users/Upchurch%20Clerk/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Olk/Attachments/ooa-89d88618-ca36-4979-b7bf-f6cd7a5ae63b/610857a5136e60794f398355e812d9706a246ae70495d675b58758a5468832f3/Swale_Weast_Parish_Council_Report_May2026.docx%23_Toc228646510
file:///C:/Users/Upchurch%20Clerk/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Olk/Attachments/ooa-89d88618-ca36-4979-b7bf-f6cd7a5ae63b/610857a5136e60794f398355e812d9706a246ae70495d675b58758a5468832f3/Swale_Weast_Parish_Council_Report_May2026.docx%23_Toc228646511

2. Local Government Reorganisation

The Government's public consultation on Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) in Kent and
Medway closed on 26 March 2026. A decision is expected during summer 2026, with new unitary
authorities anticipated from April 2028.

KCC's preferred option remains Option 1A — a single unitary 'Kent Council' supported by three area
assemblies. This delivers the fastest financial payback (3.3 years), annual savings of £69 million,
and cumulative savings of £457 million over 10 years. It keeps Kent together and protects less
wealthy areas from having to fund core services independently.

| will keep all parish councils fully informed as the Government's response becomes clear.
3. Primary School Offers — Excellent News

98% of pupils have been offered one of their preferred primary schools for September 2026. This
reflects the hard work of KCC’s Education team and the quality of Kent schools. Families not offered
their first choice can join waiting lists. A second round of offers will be held on 21 May 2026 for any
spaces that become available.

4. Highways — New Contractor from 1 May 2026

On 1 May 2026, Ringway Infrastructure Services officially began as KCC's principal highways
contractor under a new Highways Term Maintenance Contract. Ringway, a Kent-based business,
replaces Amey after more than 12 years. The new 21-year contract is worth around £50 million a
year and covers the full range of highways services including gritting, pothole repairs, bridge
maintenance, drainage, road markings, street lighting and vegetation management across Kent's
5,400-mile network.

What residents can expect
* Faster repairs — streamlined processes for potholes, drainage faults and other defects.
+ Clear performance targets — measurable standards with real accountability to residents.
» Better value for money — transparent pricing focused on visible results.

» 24/7 emergency coverage — round-the-clock response for emergencies and severe
weather.

Please report potholes and highway defects at: kent.gov.uk — Report a highway problem

You can also check current roadworks in the division at: one.network/uk/kent

5. KCC Services & Campaigns

* Forever Active Kent — launched 1 April 2026, helping residents aged 50+ stay mobile and
independent. Community groups can apply for grant funding for activity sessions.

* Mental Health Grants — the 2026 Kent & Medway Better Mental Health Fund offers grants
from £500 to £10,000. Email suicideprevention@kent.gov.uk.

* Family Hubs — free courses and support for families available countywide.
* Mental Health Support (24/7) — text SHOUT to 85258 or call 0800 107 0160.
6. Kent Tourism — Record Success

Visit Kent reported an 11% growth in overseas visits in 2024, with 1.3 million international trips
generating over £374 million for the local economy. In total, 66 million domestic and international

Full Council 07/05/2026


https://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-or-track-a-problem-on-the-road-or-pavement
https://one.network/uk/kent

trips were made to Kent, generating £4.1 billion in revenue — the first-time visitor spending has
returned to pre-pandemic 2019 levels. Tourism now supports 82,265 jobs and accounts for 11% of
all jobs in the county.

KCC Newsletters — Spotlight Reports

Each month Kent County Council publishes a range of newsletters across its service areas. Below
are highlights from three May 2026 editions that are particularly relevant to our division and to
residents across Swale West.

Spotlight: Community & Regulatory Services — May 2026

Read the full newsletter: news.kent.gov.uk

Trading Standards — Protecting Residents

From 1 May 2026 the Renters' Rights Act came into force, bringing wide-ranging changes for
tenants and landlords across Kent. KCC Trading Standards has been supporting landlords and
letting agents to understand their new responsibilities ahead of implementation. Landlords can sign
up to the Trading Standards mailing list for ongoing guidance.

Trading Standards officers at the Port of Dover seized 2,360 unsafe bread oven/grill appliances in a
single intervention, preventing dangerous goods — posing serious fire and electric shock risks —
from reaching UK homes. Separately, bun-shaped fidget toys marketed at children were stopped at
the border over chemical safety concerns.

Joint operations with Kent Police have resulted in significant seizures, the identification of illegal
workers and financial penalties for offenders. More than three million illegal vapes have been seized
since 2021, reflecting sustained enforcement work. Trading Standards safety messages were
viewed over 18 million times in the last financial year.

Community Safety

The Kent Community Warden Service received a very positive reception at the Growth,
Environment and Transport Cabinet Committee on 10 March. Several members spoke about the
value and impact of wardens in their local areas. There is clear support for growing the service
where funding allows. Parish council contributions to fund additional wardens have been welcomed.

Of particular relevance to Swale West: Community Wardens Claire Jones, Dave Osborne and Team
Leader Jackie Worthington were deployed to the Faversham Hub to support the NHS meningitis
response, helping over 80 people access vaccinations and antibiotics. Swale Borough Council's
Incident Team was able to return to core responsibilities once procedures had been handed over.

Libraries — Sittingbourne Library and Family Hub Reopens

Sittingbourne Library reopened following a refurbishment of the Central Avenue building. From 22
April, it also began hosting Family Hub services, offering additional support for families and children.
The updated library provides study space, free Wi-Fi, computer access, and residents can now
register births and deaths and book the ceremony room for weddings or civil partnerships — all
under one roof.

More information: Sittingbourne Library and Family Hub reopens after revamp

Spotlight: Economic Development News — May 2026

Read the full newsletter: kent.gov.uk/business

International Collaboration
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KCC has been representing Kent on the Straits Committee, working alongside colleagues from
France, Belgium and the Netherlands. Discussions in Ostend focused on economic growth,
infrastructure and cross-border alignment. There is a strong appetite among European partners to
continue working closely with the UK, with Kent well placed as a gateway between the two.

Skills Bootcamps

In Wave 6 of the Government-funded Skills Bootcamps programme, 500 learners signed up and all
completed their training by 31 March 2026. Nearly 200 have already moved into a new job or better
role. The satisfaction score from learners was 98%. Wave 7 opened on 1 April 2026. For details on
available courses contact the provider directly at: kentadulteducation.co.uk — Skills Bootcamps

Kent & Medway Business Fund

Since its relaunch in late 2023, the Kent and Medway Business Fund has recommended 80 loans
totalling £9.75 million up to 18 March 2026 — an increase of five loans and £370,296 since the
previous update. Recent recipients include businesses in Maidstone, Medway, Gravesham and
Tunbridge Wells, ranging from baby product suppliers to specialist care providers.

More information: Kent and Medway Business Fund — Standard Loans

Visit Kent — Record Tourism Numbers

Visit Kent released new economic impact data showing overseas visits increased by 11% in 2024,
with 1.3 million international trips generating over £374 million for the local economy — exceeding
pre-pandemic levels. In total, 66 million trips were made, generating £4.1 billion. Tourism now
supports over 82,000 jobs in the county.

Visit Kent: www.visitkent.co.uk

Spotlight: Kent Highways & Transport Newsletter

Subscribe to the newsletter: kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel

10,000 New On-Street EV Chargers for Kent

A major government-funded Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Programme is being rolled out across
Kent, supported by significant private investment. More than £12 million has been awarded from the
Department for Transport's Local Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (LEVI) Capital Fund, making it the
largest LEVI project in England for any local authority. The project will be delivered without drawing
on KCC's own funding.

New Ringway Highways Contract — Starts 1 May 2026

The 21-year Highways Term Maintenance Contract with Ringway, worth around £50 million a year,
started on 1 May 2026. It covers everything from gritting in winter and fixing potholes to maintaining
bridges and responding to emergencies 24/7. The contract is designed to keep Kent's roads safe,
reliable and ready for the future.

Potholes — Report and Track

January and February 2026 saw more than 17,000 potholes reported across Kent — a rise of 35%
on the previous year. Gritter crews carried out 42 treatments between November and mid-February.
The resurfacing programme continues into 2026, with several projects completed in January and
February.

Report a pothole online: kent.gov.uk — Report a highway problem
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Check roadworks in your area: one.network/uk/kent

Contact Your County Councillor

| am here to help. If you have issues to raise, questions about KCC services, or matters you would
like me to take forward on behalf of your parish, please get in touch.

County Councillor — Swale West Division

Clir Richard Palmer

Email: Richard.Palmer@kent.gov.uk

Kent County Council, Sessions House, County Hall, Maidstone, ME14 1XQ

Roadworks enquiries: one.network/uk/kent

Report highway problems: kent.gov.uk — Report a highway problem

This report covers the Swale West Division: Borden, Bobbing, Lower Halstow, Iwade, the Meads,
The Grove, Hartlip, Newington and Upchurch.

Appendix 2

The Upchurch newsletter

Get the latest crime statistics by visiting: www.kent.police.uk/yourarea May 2026

Due to the Nature of this Ward, my events are often spread out between
the villages. Do not hesitate to contact me via MCV or email as required.

Upcoming surgeries: e
Your local officer is Police
Officer Jacob Boosey

e 10/05/2026 — Newington Pavillion Police Surgery
e 07/06/2026 — Swale Community Day

What’s going on in your area

e Inrelation to Police Matters in the entire area this month, there
does not appear to be any distinguishable or significant
patterns in terms of Crime Type. The majority of recorded and
investigated Crimes were of a Domestic Nature.

e There has been a Report of a MALE seen Rough Sleeping in
the Park and Paddock area of Upchurch. In particular some
concerns have been raised about their behaviour. I have been
in contact with the Parish Council and the Local Council's
Rough Sleeping Team who will continue to monitor the area
for them. I have been unable to locate the Male on all
attendances.
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e There were a number of issues with Youths causing damage
to properties and vehicles in the Chaffes Lane area. CCTV
footage of the Youths has been gained and this has been
submitted to a process open to all Kent Police Officers in an
attempt be able to Identify them. Please insure that all
concerns regarding youths and ASB are reported to
101/999/or Myself as and when required — particularly with the
Summer Holidays coming.

e It appears that the efforts in patrolling Beckenham Park has
reduced the issues with Youths in that area. This will continue
to avoid any reoccurrences from issues last month.

e There was a Residential Burglary in the Oak Lane and The
Street area. As such, please can a reminder of the following
safeguarding points be raised to Residents:

Burglary Safequarding:

Doors and locks: Recommend solid external doors with BS-approved
mortice or multi-point locks; keep doors locked even when at home.

Windows: Fit key-operated window locks and ensure windows are closed
and secured when unattended, including upstairs.

Lighting: Use external motion-sensor lighting to remove hiding places
and increase natural surveillance.

Alarms: Encourage a working intruder alarm (audible and/or monitored)
and regular testing.

CCTV/doorbells: Visible CCTV or video doorbells can deter offenders
and provide evidence.

Property marking: Use property-marking systems and register items on
national databases; display signage.

Access control: Keep gates locked, secure sheds/garages, and don't
leave tools or ladders accessible.

Keys: Avoid leaving spare keys outside; use trusted neighbours or secure
key safes if necessary.

Neighbourhood vigilance: Promote neighbour awareness schemes and
reporting of suspicious activity.

Routine security: Vary routines where possible and use timers on lights
when away. Try not to advertise when you will be away from your
property for extended periods, particularly if your Social Media is not
private.

Repeat victimisation: Prioritise target-hardening for repeat locations
and consider enhanced measures after a burglary.
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Appendix 3 — correspondence received Natural England planning matters
Our reference — 547824
Dear Nina Henley,

Many thanks for your email concerning our response to 26/500852/OUT | Outline Planning application
(with all matters reserved except access) for formation of a new vehicular access from Forge Lane and

the erection of up to 101no. dwellings, including affordable housing, car parking, public open space,
landscape planting, surface water drainage facilities, pumping station, highway improvements and
ancillary development. | Land North Of Forge Lane Upchurch Kent ME9 7AE.

Natural England cannot, unfortunately, engage with individuals beyond our statutory duties; as the
Government’s adviser on the natural environment, we are required to remain impartial. The LPA are
responsible for weighing all available evidence, determining whether the proposals are consistent
with national and local environmental policies, and are ultimately responsible for the final decision on
planning applications.

Please note that Natural England can only advise the LPA when we are formally consulted. A more
comprehensive list of when an LPA should consult us can be found here - Planning and transport
authorities: get environmental advice on planning. | would recommend that you to continue to direct
your concerns to the LPA; if they then wish to seek further advice from Natural England as a result of
this, then they will reconsult us in due course.

In the meantime, | hope that the following information will be helpful.

Natural England’s planning remit

Natural England is a statutory consultee for proposals that impact on Sites of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSIs) or internationally designated sites (Special Areas of Conservation, Special Protection
Areas and Ramsar sites), as well as for applications under the Development Management Procedure
Order (2015). Schedule 4, paragraph (y) provides the criteria under which we should be consulted in
relation to Best and Most Versatile (BMV) agricultural land; please see further information here.

How we respond to Development Management consultations is set out in the Natural England
Standard: ‘Responding to Development Management Consultations’ (NESTNDO037). It sets out what we
will consider in relation to biodiversity, geodiversity, landscape, seascape, access, green
infrastructure and soils for the development proposals and any associated environmental
assessments.

Impact Risk Zones (IRZs)

Natural England has a number of statutory duties and general responsibilities, as the government’s
conservation advisory body, in relation to designated nature conservation sites. This includes
providing advice to LPAs and developers on the potential impacts of development to ensure their
protection and enhancement in line with local and national policy and legislation.

The Impact Risk Zones for SSSIs (SSSI IRZs) are a Geographical Information System (GIS) tool
developed by Natural England to make a rapid initial assessment of the potential risks to terrestrial
SSSlIs posed by development proposals. They define zones around each SSSI which reflect the
sensitivities of the features for which the site is notified and indicate the types of development
proposal which could potentially have adverse impacts and need further consideration. In certain
locations they also include Natural England’s statutory advice for certain development types. The
SSSI IRZs also cover the interest features and sensitivities of internationally designated sites that are
underpinned by a terrestrial SSSI designation.

It is the potential impact that a development may have upon the features for which a site is designated
- and whether that impact can be satisfactorily mitigated - that determines whether or not we could
form an objection to the development. You can find the reasons why a site has been designated on
the following website: Designated Sites (naturalengland.org.uk).

Natural England’s response to 26/500852/0UT

Owing to the identification of potential recreational impacts on the Medway Estuary & Marshes SSSI
(500m), the Consultations team forwarded this application to our Sussex & Kent Area Team.
Unfortunately, owing to pressure on staff resources at the time of consultation on 30t March 2026, the
Area Team were not in a position to give a more detailed response to the LPA. The Area Team
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therefore asked us to take the opportunity to remind the LPA of their responsibilities, as decision
maker, to take account of all environmental and other impacts and opportunities to the natural
environment in the accompanying Annex A. We also advised them to then to re-consult us if they
considered there were significant risks to statutory nature conservation sites: -

“Natural England is not able to provide specific advice on this application and therefore has no
comment to make on its details. Although we have not been able to assess the potential impacts of
this proposal on statutory nature conservation sites or protected landscapes, we offer the further
advice and references to Standing Advice...If after using these tools, you consider there are
significant risks to statutory nature conservation sites or protected landscapes, please set out the
specific areas on which you require Natural England’s advice.”

Receiving non detailed advice from Natural England is not an implication that there are no impacts on
the natural environment. It is ultimately for the LPA to determine whether the proposal is consistent
with national and local environmental policies. Other bodies and individuals may provide information
and advice on the environmental value of this site and the impacts of the proposal on the natural
environment to assist the decision-making process.

Additional sources of advice and assistance

The Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI) and British Institute of Interior Design (BIID) run Planning
Aid which provides low-cost or free voluntary assistance to from professional planners to members of
the public. For more details on the planning application process, visit How the planning application
process works — What is your question about?

The CPRE, the Countryside Charity, has produced advice and resources about responding to planning
developments which can be found at Help with planning: some key resources. If you haven’t done so
already, it may also be worth contacting your MP with your concerns.

I hope that this information is helpful to you and thank you again for contacting us and sharing your
concerns; we appreciate your concern for the natural environment.

Yours sincerely,
Elizabeth Ball (She/Her)
Officer — Consultations Hub (Worcester)

National Planning Delivery Team
Natural England
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Eulogy to Joyce Gilbert.

Upchurch Parish Council — 7th May 2026

Joyce Gilbert

One of our past Councillors, Joyce Gilbert, has recently passed away.
She will be remembered for her steadfast contribution in this Parish.
She was, for a short time the Parish Council’s chairman.

She was founder member, over fifty years ago, of the Upchurch Choral Group [now Society] and
was its musical director for many years.

She will be mostly remembered for her association with the Upchurch Women’s Institute being its
President for over 50 years. In this role she also sat on the Eat Kent Federation of W1I’s

As a person she was “first class”, highly respected and very talented in so many ways.
Her mannerisms were of the “old school”.

Her funeral will be held on May 26th at Bobbing Crematorium at 11.00 o’clock.

We offer our condolences to her sons and family.

May we please stand for minute in her memory,
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